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John Calvin and Church’ Union 


| wish it could be brought about that men of learning and dignity.from 

the principal churches might have a meeting; and after careful discus- 

sion of the several points of faith, might hand down to posterity the 
doctrine of the Scripture settled by their common judgment. . . . So much 
does this concern me that, could I be of any service, I would not grudge, 
were it necessary, to cross even ten seas for such a purpose. ... When 
the object is to obtain such an agreement of learned men upon strict scrip- 
tural principles as may accomplish a union of the churches in other respects 
divided, I think it right for me, at whatever cost of toil and trouble, to seek 
to obtain this object.”’ JOHN CALVIN in a letter toBishop Cranmer, 


April 1552. 
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Letters to the Editors 





Says Presbyterians Registered Dissent Too 





On UMT Hearing 


To the Editors: 

In your April 12 issue you carried a 
Religious News Service article concern- 
ing Dr. Walter W. Van Kirk’s appearance 
in Washington to testify against the U. 
M. T. bill. That story indicated that the 
Protestant Episcopal Church had dis- 
sented from the action of the executive 
committee in this matter, but failed to 
state that the Presbyterian, US, represen- 
tatives had also registered dissent. I, 
therefore, wrote to Dr. Van Kirk about 
the matter and have a reply from him in 
which he says: 

“TJ am truly sorry about my failure to 
make clear the fact that the Presbyterian 
Church in the U. S. was not to be asso- 
ciated with my recent appearance before 
the Senate Armed Service Committee, ... 
I am writing today to the chairman of the 
Senate Aimed Services Committee... 
asking that a correction be made in the 
printed minutes of the hearing. .. .” 

J. McDOWELL RICHARDS. 
Decatur, Ga. 


Gainesville Church 100% 


To the Editors: 

The Session of this church voted at its 
last meeting to ask that your special pre- 
Assembly issues of THE PRESBYTERIAN 
OUTLOOK be sent to each family of the 
church—119 of them—in accordance with 
your offer for three-months periods .. . 
the bill to be paid by the church treas- 
urer. « « « 

N. G. BARRON. 
Gainesville, Ga. 

@ EDITORS’ NOTE—These Gainesville 
Presbyterians will receive this paper from 
now until the General Assembly convenes, 
and in subsequent weeks when evalua- 
tions and interpretations will be made. 
In addition, every family in this church 
will receive our special Georgia-Atilanta 
issue in mid-May. 


Better Salaries for Ministers 


To the Editors: 

I appreciate deeply your interest in the 
salaries of ministers. This is a matter 
to which I have devoted a great deal of 
attention during my term as Moderator. 
I have found a distressing situation with 
some ministers unable to afford the dol- 
lar cost of my dinners across the coun- 
try, and many ministers without automo- 
biles for making their parish calls. I was 
pleased to note that in some instances 
the churches are allowing the ministers 
$600 per annum in addition to salary for 
upkeep of automobile. This seems only 
fair because 90 per cent of the average 
use of a minister’s automobile is in the 
interest of the church. 

You will be pleased to know that the 
Washington City Presbytery has just es- 
tablished $3,500, plus manse, as the min- 
imum salary for ministers here. I regard 
this as real progress. 

WILBUR LA ROE, JR. 
Washington, D. C. 


Best Sermons 


To the Editors: 

Another world-wide search is again un- 
der way for material for the fourth 
volume of BEST SERMONS edited by G. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK re-entered ag secon 
the act of March 3, 1879. Published weekly on M 


Richmond 19, Virginia. 


Paul Butler and published by Harper and 
Brothers. For the first three volumes of 
this series, clergymen of the Protestant, 
Jewish and Catholic faiths sent in ovar 
18,000 sermons from every important area 
of the world. The 52 sermons in the 1947- 
48 edition were selected from among 6,447 
sermons. For the forthcoming volume, 
sermons preached from January 1, 1947, to 
July 1, 1948, will be included, and must 
be submitted before July 4, 1948. No ser- 
mon criticizing another sect or faith will 
be considered. Sermons should be sub- 
mitted to G. PAUL BUTLER, 431 River- 
side Drive, New York 25, New York. 


One Way to Do It 


To the Editors: 

Though there may be many better ways 
for churches to raise their financial goals 
in the Program of Progress, the officers of 
Porter Street Church are following a plan 
which may be_ suggestive to other 
churches. 

Of the active elders and deacons 100% 
agreed to tithe on a 90-day trial basis, 
beginning April 1 and they have urged 
the people of the congregation to follow 
that example. In each box of church en- 
velopes, there are four Program of Pro- 
gress envelopes, each of which is dated 
the first Sunday in the four quarters of 
the church year, giving the people an op- 
portunity to make a special gift to the 
Program of Progress on Communion Sun- 
day. 

The officers have also agreed that after 
the regular Benevolence quota has been 
raised, all surplus funds will be desig- 
nated Program of Progress. About a fifth 
of the current expense balance of the 
past year was also given to the Program 
of Progress. Without any solicitation of 
the people, this plan has already enabled 
Porter Street to give as of April 1, 1948, 
$1,085 on a Program of Progress quota of 
$3,484, 

H. RUFFNER LOWMAN, JR. 
Richmond, Va. 


Good Policy 


To the Editors: 

Enclosed find check . . . for which 
please enter subscriptions to THE PRES- 
BYTERIAN OUTLOOK for one year for 
the following ... 

Our church recently adopted a policy 
of subscribing to church papers each year 
for certain officers and -leaders with the 
hope of these people making their own 
renewals at the end of the year... . 

Ss. R. VANOVER. 
Louisville, Ky. 


Wants Pastors to Teach 
To the Editors: 

With the decision of the Supreme Court 
concerning Bible instruction in the pub. 
lic schools of the nation now a matter of 
deep concern and discussion, is it not a 
compelling thing that we consider seri. 
ously the church’s obligations and oppor. 
tunities to the youth of our land? {It 
stands without argument that we have 
done far less than we ought to have done 
to instruct even our own children. . , , 
Thirty or 45 minutes on Sunday morning, 
with an occasional expository sermon 
from the pulpit, is not enough to provide 
the necessary knowledge of God’s dealing 
with men to enable our young people to 
meet the problems of life. And now it ap- 
pears that we can no longer invade the 
“sanctity” of the public school room... , , 

Could not we who are ministers offer to 
our young people a two-year course in the 
Bible, meeting two hours each week, to 
coincide with the last two years of high 
school? And could not our church insti- 
tutions of higher learning, both controlled 
and affiliated, allow credits for this course 
to be applied on college entrance require- 
ments? 

There are three possible advantages to 
this course of action. (1) It would in- 
crease Biblical study among our minis- 
ters. (2) It would increase the knowledge 
of the Bible among our young people, 
who, after all, are our elders, deacons, 
Auxiliary officers and ministers of tomor- 
row. (3) With the recognition of these 
courses by our church schools and col- 
leges, it might increase the enrollment 
of Presbyterian young pedple at Presbyte- 
rian institutions. 

This suggestion is made in the hope 
that it will receive consideration by those 
who are guiding us in planning for the 
future of our church, the future of the 
Kingdom and the future of the world. I, 
for one, would be more than glad to teach 
such a course to my young people. 

W. KIRK ALLEN, JR. 
Ronceverte, W. Va. 


Single-Surface Planer 
To the Editors: 

The Africa Mission of our church needs 
a belt-driven single-surface planer, ca- 
pacity 18 to 24 inches width by 6 inches 
thickness of board. It is for very rough 
work on very hard woods. One of the 
old-time, rugged, simple planers, with 2- 
knife square-head cutter, belt driven, will 
do. If you know of such a machine that 
has been, or is about to be, replaced by 
a more modern planer, that is in, or can 
be put into, good shape for use by our 
African Mission, please write the under- 
signed missionary to Africa now on fur- 
lough, who is authorized to make the pur- 
chase for the Africa Mission. 

WM. J. ANDERSON, JR. 
4822 N. Marvine St., : 
Philadelphia 41, Pa. 





SUMMER 


school superintendents. 





Telephone 2-9492. 
Copy right, 


In Two Terms—June 29-Aug. 12 


Faculty composed of guest professors who are specialists in their fields, 
and members of the Training School faculty. 


Courses for Bible teachers, missionaries, pastors, directors of religious 
education, church musicians, teachers in church kindergartens, and Sunday 


Write for special bulletins. 
The General Assembly’s Training School 
3400 Brook Road, Richmond 12, Virginia 


SESSION 
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Final Vote on FC 
Shows Presbyteries 
Favoring by 62-24 


Eight Synods Have No 


Presbyteries Opposing 

With five of the General Assembly’s 
87 presbyteries scheduled to vote at 
their spring meetings, the final tabula- 
tion on the Federal Council of Churches 
has been delayed until this week. Now, 
with four of these five presbyteries vot- 
ing in favor of continued Southern Pres- 
byterian cooperation in the Council, the 
report to the General Assembly meeting 
May 27 in Atlanta will be as follows: 

62 FOR; 

24 AGAINST; 

1 TIE. 

The constituency of these presby- 
teries, according to 1947 membership 
figures of 613,701, reveals that the 
Presbyterian population (eliminating 
Augusta’s 3,404—tied) is represented: 

424,230 FOR; 

186,067 AGAINST. 

Only one of the last five presbyteries 
to vote against the Council was Mont- 
gomery, the only presbytery in Virginia 
to do so, by a 39-32 vote. Bluestone 
(16-9) in West Virginia gave that synod 
a 100% record of presbyteries favoring, 
as did Ouachita (18-17) in Arkansas, 
and Central Louisiana and Central Ala- 
bama in Snedecor Synod. Other synods 
where all presbyteries voted for the 
Council are: Kentucky. Missouri, Okla- 
homa, Tennessee. In Georgia, all 
favored except in one case where there 
was a tie vote. Only one presbytery in 
Florida, Texas and Virginia voted 
against the Council. 

Presbyteries casting unanimous votes 
in favor of the Council include: Mobile, 
Guerrant, Louisville, Lexington-Ebene- 
zer, Ethel, N. & S. C., Brazos, Green- 
brier. Only one vote in opposition was 
cast in Washburn, Transylvania, Durant, 
Texas-Mexican, Lexington. Most one- 
sided vote against the Council was 
Meridian’s 47-7. 

The tabulated vote of ministers and 
elders on this question, so far as re- 
Ported, shows 

1,847 FOR; 

1,117 AGAINST. 

However, the recorded vote is not yet 
available in 11 presbyteries that favored 
the Council, one of these being the 
unanimous vote of Brazos, (Editorial, 
Pp. 8.) 





NELSON TO AUSTIN SEMINARY 


Austin Theological Seminary in Texas 
has announced the prospective return 
next September of C. Ellis Nelson, now 
director of young people’s work for the 
General Assembly, as 
professor of Christian 
education. Mr. Nel- 
son, following 
his graduation at the 
seminary in 1940, 
served as instructor 
in religious education 
for three years; then 
he was made asso- 
ciate professor of religious education 
at the seminary and instructor in Bible 
at the University of Texas until he be- 
gan his new work with the Assembly’s 
religious education committee in 1945. 

This professorship is the second to be 
added at Austin during the past year. 
T. Watson Street having become asso- 
ciate professor of church history and 
missions at the beginning of this school 
year. 


S. C. Governor Asks 
Reconsideration of 


Bible Credit Ruling 


Says Board of Education 


Should Revise Decision 


Columbia, S. C. (RNS).—Governor 
J. Strom Thurmond said here he would 
ask the State Board of Education to re- 
consider its action ruling out credit for 
Bible courses in South Carolina’s public 
schools. 

Declaring a general spiritual awaken- 
ing is badly needed if credit is given 
for courses in dead languages but not 
for those on God’s teaching, the gover- 
nor said: 

‘‘Nothing is more important than the 
building of Christian character in our 
youth. The Bible instills character and 
is the basis of our civilization. It is 
essential that our citizens of tomor- 
row be grounded in the ethical teach- 





In the past decade, I have received 
over 1,000,000 letters from readers 
of my daily syndicated column, ‘‘The 
Worry Clinic,” and am deriving my 
conclusions both from this inside 
view of these contemporary American 
homes as well as from the thousands 
of patients whom [ have counselled 
in the past 25 years. 

Emotional insecurity is regarded 
by us psychologists and psychiatrists 
as the greatest single tragedy in the 
personality development of young- 
sters. Divorce, bickering between 
Daddy and Mother, and lack of tangi- 
ble signs of affection, such as hugs 
and kisses when a child goes to bed 
or leaves for school or to attend’ a 
summer camp—these all promote in- 
security. 

The psychological formula below is 
fairly evident in its varied psycho- 
logical ramifications, though some of 
these points might warrant many 





Psychologist Gives Formula for 
Happy Homes 


By GEORGE W. CRANE, Consulting Psychologist, 
Chicago Newspaper Columnist 


NATIONAL FAMILY WEEK IS MAY 2-9 


specific cases to document them more 
fully. 

National Family Week warrants 
the attention of everybody, for Jesus 
loved children and wanted them all 


to have HAPPY homes, But a truly 
happy home should include: 

Daddy 

Mother 


Two or more children 

A puppy or kitten 

Tangible DAILY evidences of af- 
fection, such as hugs and kisses, plus 
kind words of praise, not only be- 
tween the parents but also between 
them and the youngsters 

Family attendance at 
school and church 

Family recreation at least ONCE 
PER WEEK, either at home or at a 
movie, hall game, picnic, etc. 


Home ownership, where children 
have a yard. 


Sunday 
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ings of the Bible if our state and na- 
tion are to continue to progress. 

“Any action which fails to create an 
incentive to our youth to study the Bi- 
ble does an injustice not only to this 
generation but to generations yet un- 
born.” 

Governor Thurmond said the issue 
was not one of requiring students to 
take courses in the Bible. 

“The issue is simply whether or not 
the state shall give credits for such 
courses, when a local board of trustees 
desires to make them available to its 
students,’”’ he declared. 

*®EDITORS’ NOTE—Press-time in- 
formation indicates that the S. C. Legis- 
lature has complied with the Governor's 
wishes and will continue to allow credit 
for high school Bible courses. 


Churchmen Launch New 
Program in Alabama School 


Pine Hall, Ala. (RNS).—Ministers 
and laymen conducted a religious em- 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


phasis program in the local high school, 
“designed to fill the vacuum” created 
by the Supreme Court’s banning of re- 
ligious education classes in public 
schools. 


“We are bringing religious instruc- 
tion to students through their regular 
courses and by means of student torums 
and chapel lectures,’’ it was explained 
by G. W. Riddle, Baptist pastor. ‘‘This 
is an approach which we believe can- 
not be halted by the Supreme Court.”’ 

While the program was held for only 
one week, plans call for carrying the 
project through the next full school 
year. 

Mr. Riddle said he discussed the plan 
with three attorneys and all agreed it 
side-stepped the Supreme Court deci- 
sion. 


A staff of 12 minisfers and laymen, 
from the Baptist, Methodist and Presby- 
terian denominations, conducted the 
program. In the class-rooms they gave 
talks showing the influence of Chris- 





International Relations and the 


Personal Touch 
By REINHOLD NIEBUHR 





LITTLE ITEM in the daily press 

a few days ago had a special 

ethical interest to at least this 
reader. It recorded that Mr. Henry 
Ford, II., having returned from a tour 
of his various factories in Europe, came 
to a very humane conclusion, He de- 
cided that the workers in his English, 
French, and German factories were not 
receiving enough food and that he 
would therefore send all of them sup- 
plementary rations. 

I have no doubt that this is a good 
business proposition and that production 
in these factories will rise. Also, there 
is likely to be a long waiting list of 
those seeking employment in Ford fac- 
tories. 

It is doubtful, however, that young 
Mr. Ford embarked upon this venture 
purely as a business proposition. More 
probably he was moved primarily by 
sympathy for those who were working 
in his factories with inadequate rations. 
He was touched because he saw the sit- 
uation with his own eyes. 

Unfortunately we cannot all go to 
Europe or Asia to experience and see the 
difference between American abundance 
and the world’s need. We have to rely 
upon our imagination; and our imagina- 
tion has difficulty in envisaging situa- 
tions beyond our direct experience. 

This is one of the primary reasons 
why it is so difficult to achieve and to 
preserve a minimal degree of moral and 
humane relations between nations. The 
moral difficulties in which we find our- 
selves are partly due to the fact that 
modern technics have made nations and 
peoples dependent upon each other to a 


much larger degree than the same 
technics have brought people knowledge 
of one another. 

No easy solution for this problem pre- 
sents itself. There is a possibility that 
we will confront disaster long before 
the body of the world community is 
filled with anything which might be 
called its soul, 

One immediate contribution which 
can be made to the problem is that those 
who have a more direct knowledge of 
the world’s needs should not only act 
as Mr. Ford acted, but should also 
prompt the nation to a more responsible 
action toward the world than the aver- 
age citizen would be inclined to counte- 
nance. 


Passage of the European Recovery 
Program represents a genuine moral 
achievement in this direction, even 
though some of the motives which 
prompted it are not purely meral. On 
the other hand, we reduced taxes in the 
same week, and proved thereby that we 
hardly understood what kind of a world 
we are living in, how great our respon- 
sibilities in that world are, and what 
disciplines will be required to meet 
them. 


The average citizen could hardly 
know this situation vividly enough to 
outweigh his natural desire for lower 
taxes. But our representatives must 
have known. Instead of helping to edu- 
cate those who did not know, they sub- 
mitted to the general pressure. That 
is not a proper functioning of “repre- 
sentative’ government. — (Copyright 
1948 by RNS.) 
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tian principles in such fields as history, 
chemistry and biology. Students were 
invited, but not required, to attend the 
forums and chapel programs. 


Flood of Protests Follows 
St. Louis Released-Time Action 

St. Louis (RNS).—A _ proposal to 
end St. Louis’ system of released-time 
religious classes has brought a flood of 
protesting letters from ministers of 
every denomination here. 

Most of the letters were written in 
response to an Education Committee ac- 
tion to recommend the end of released- 
time to the Board of Education. They 
pointed out that other cities were tak- 
ing their time about finding a feasible 
answer to the Supreme Court’s ruling 
against religious instruction in the 
Champaign, II1l., public schools. 


Suit Is Filed to Halt 
Religious Instruction 


St. Louis (RNS).—A suit seeking an 
immediate halt to the released-time 
program of religious instruction in St. 
Louis schools has been filed here by the 
Civil Liberties Committee on behalf of 
Karl J. Balazas, father of two children. 


California Baptists Plan 
Parochial School Set-Up 


Los Angeles (RNS).—Three South- 
ern California Baptist day schools will 
be added to three similar schools now 
being operated by the denomination, be- 
ginning next September, it was an- 
nounced here by C. Rowan Lunsford, 
director of the Los Angeles Baptist City 
Mission Society. 

“The unprecedented action of local 
Baptist churches in establishing their 
own elementary schools,” Lunsford said, 
“is the result of a system of public edu- 
cation which, by law, cannot include 


a vital, positive Christian influence 
upon its pupils.” 
Weigle Attacks Recent 
Supreme Court Decision 
New Haven, Conn. (RNS).—Con- 


demnation of the recent Supreme Court 
decision barring: religious instruction 
from the public schools of Champaign, 
Ill., was expressed at the 38th annual 
convocation of the Yale University Di- 
vinity School here. 

Dean Luther A. Weigle told 600 per- 
sons at the session that the decision 
was “utterly mischievous, not because 
of the particular point decided but be- 
cause of the tremendous loose welter of 
words used and ideas embodied in it.” 

“My greatest objection,” he said, “is 
that in all the talking of the judges, 
they betrayed themselves into use of 
terms which will be interpreted as sig- 
nifying that the state is atheistic, be- 
lieving in no God at all. The dissenting 
opinion of Justice Reed is the only sen- 
sible one. The Federal Council of 
Churches must stand up and fight until 
other decisions are made tq clarify this 
one.” 
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@ Southern Presbyterian are summoned to 
‘‘the church’s critical battle of our generation’’ 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 5 


The Unity of the Church 


By GORDON 


HAT DOES church unity mean? What is the un- 
W derlying idea of the unity of Christ’s Church, and 

what is at issue between Protestant unity, and 
Roman Catholic unity and all other forms of authoritarian 
unity? 

Protestantism, or Free Christianity, is weak, not simply 
because it is divided, but more fundamentally because it 
has not grasped and applied it own ideas. It has failed 
to think through the truths which are its own special heri- 
tage. It has not realized itself. 

Unity is not a luxury in human life; it is essential. 
Every social pattern has as its aim cooperation and one- 
ness. From the family to the empire there is some degree 
of unity as long as these forms endure; the alternative is 
anarchy and dissolution. Naturally, then, unity attracts 
man, and anarchy repels him. Naturally, also, man pre- 
fers the unity with which he is in accord, to which he be- 
longs, to other existing unities. That is to say, man in his 
natural unregenerate state likes those who agree with 
him and are his own, but withdraws from those who dis- 
agree with him and are not his own. 


The Natural Basis of Unity 


There are two bases or principles of unity. One is unity 
under authority. Every ancient form of society and em- 
pire was founded upon this principle. By it some rule 
and others are ruled, some give orders and others obey, 
some have many rights and other have few. The Roman 
Empire was an impressive incarnation of this idea of unity, 
in which this people extended their authority as widely as 
their military power would permit and established their 
laws and organization over subject peoples, allowing only 
such freedoms as did not interfere with the Emperor’s 
will. For a considerable time they held their position of 
supremacy over much of the world, until their strength 
could no longer support the responsibilities which they 
had assumed. 

The Lord Jesus Christ founded his church in the Ro- 
man Empire. In a moment we shall consider upon what 
principle of unity he founded it; but omitting the period 
of the apostolic church, let us see what had taken place 
by the close of the second century. In its struggle, not 
only with paganism and persecution from without, but 
also with Gnosticism and Montanism from within, the 
church consolidated into a strong episcopal organization, 
calling itself Catholic, and including in its fold only those 
who accepted the authority of its bishops, its written creed 
and its scriptures. By this time the church in Rome, as 
the largest congregation in Christendom, had begun to 
think of itself as the leading church, with a special right 
to authority. 

When the Emperor Constantine decided for Christianity, 
he placed his authority squarely behind the church and 
sought to enforce its unity by imperial prestige and force. 
He called the first ecumenical council at Nicea, at his own 
expense, to settle the Arian controversy which was dis- 
turbing the unity of church and empire. 

When the Empire went to pieces, as empires based upon 
the idea of unity under authority always do, the only sur- 
viving authority in the West was the organization headed 
by the Bishop of Rome, who came to look upon himself 
not only as Constantine’s successor, but also as Christ’s 
successor on earth. And so, as Europe sank into the pro- 
vincialism of the Middle Ages, the church continued as 
a unified organization, with one supreme head, one law 
and language, and one system of sacraments and penances 





*Dr. Conning is pastor of the Dickey Memorial church, 
Baltimore, 


R. CONNING* 


controlling the people through priests from birth to death. 

The unity of the medieval church, which was as im- 
pressive as the unity of imperial Rome, was also as pagan 
in its basic principle. To maintain itself on this princi- 
ple it had to resort to weapons so foreign to Christianity 
that we wonder how any Chrstian could ever have con- 
ceived of the Inquisition and the horrible persecutions of 
earnest Christian folk like the Waldensians. To say that 
the church did these things because of the temper of 
that age is to be found in error. It did them (and so 
helped greatly to create the temper of the age) because 
it adhered to the idea of a unity based upon authority re- 
sorting to force when necessary, and this is proved by the 
subsequent history of the Roman Church and the amazing 
fact that Christendom has never on this score heard a papal 
peccavi, or confession of sin. 


The Christian Basis of Unity 


But there is another basis of unity in life, which may 
be called unity in freedom. It is, in fact, the revealed Chris- 
tian idea of the true principle of human society. The whole 
revelation of the nature of the Triune God is its founda- 
tion. We find it implied throughout the gospel in the 
teachings of our Lord, in such parables as the Net, the 
Tares and the Good Samaritan, in the commands “judge 
not,” “love one another, as I have loved you.’”’ His gospel 
tells us that when people are born again of the Holy Spirit 
and enter into the kingdom of God, they behave like their 
heavenly Father, who, it should be remembered, never 
takes away from man the freedom in which he both does 
the will of God and sins. God who has not only the 
power but also the wisdom to exercise his authority over 
man, still allows man that freedom without which he would 
never become what redemption can make him, a child of 
God. 

Upon the gospel, therefore, man can build a unity which 
is in freedom—Christian freedom. Paul wrote to the Ga- 
latians, “Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith 
Christ hath made us free,’ signifying that freedom is a 
possession of the true church. The apostolic church was 
one in this freedom, facing and resolving its differences in 
love, testing even apostolic authority by the Holy Spirit, 
and maintaining the unity of the saints by affection and 
charity. The church soon lost this evangelical oneness, as 
we have seen, and substituted the old sinful resort to 
forceful authority. 

When the providential Reformation broke the unity of 
the church (in the pagan sense) forever, it failed at least 
in this one thing, that it did not return to evangelical free- 
dom in the church. The coincident rise of nationalism was 
perhaps a factor in this failure, but the result was that 
in every nation where Protestantism prevailed, a state 
church arose, from Geneva to Scotland, and the attempt 
was made to require conformity to some one organization 
and creed. And it is most significant that those mistakes, 
like the burning of Servetus, of which Protestants are now 
thoroughly ashamed, may be attributed to this failure to 
see that evangelical unity must be created in the freedom 
of Christian love. 


Religious Liberty in America 


But the matter did not end, there. The vitality of the 
gospel produced non-conformists of invincible convictions 
in every nation touched by the Reformation, and in God’s 
providence a new land was open to receive them. We do 
not understand what “America’”’ (i. e., our nation) means 
unless we see that it was a fresh start for the Christian 
Church. Here in this wholly unestablished land the at- 





6 THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


tempts of some sects like the Congregationalists and Epis- 
copalians to make an established church simply could not 
cope with the transplanted conviction that a Christian had 
the right to believe what he believed was true and to wor- 
ship God in the way that to him was true worship. And 
by insisting upon these rights for himself, every man helped 
to guarantee them to his neighbor as well. For the first 
time since the fourth century there was evangelical free- 
dom in the church. 

This is not to say that creative spirits like Jonathan 
Edwards were tolerant in our modern sense; they were not. 
They had a poor grasp of the wider implications of evan- 
gelical freedom. But it is to say that man’s right to reli- 
gious freedom did become established as a living principle 
in our America, and alongside it grew that other compan- 
ion principle of Protestantism, that man has secular rights 
as well. The reality of liberty, both religious and political, 
was in the people before 1776. Thomas Jefferson met it 
among the frontier Scotch-Irish Presbyterians of Louisa 
County, Virginia, when in the formative schoolboy years he 
was grounded in ‘certain unalienable rights” and fitted to 
be a great prophet of the new democracy. 

But here we come to the sad part of the story. Though 
the Thirteen Colonies went on to form the United States, 
the denominations of the church did not go on to form 
an evangelical union. Though they had given the nation 
its impetus towards independence and though the Union 
would never have been achieved without them, they re- 
mained content with freedom of religion and the separa- 
tion of Church and State. They divided and subdivided 
under the protection of a united nation, created by them 
to be sure, but a monument to the truth that “by uniting 
we stand, by dividing we fall.’’ So while the United States 
went on to prove in the political and economic spheres that 
unity in freedom can take unity under authority's outcasts 
and with them build the strongest and wealthiest nation 
on earth, the Protestant churches continued to dissipate 
their strength in disunity. 


Today Is Our 1776 


Today the Protestant Church is nearly 200 years behind 
the nation. Today our 1776 is fast approaching. We know 
what freedom is, but we must join forces with our brethren 
to achieve something greater—aunity in freedom. No doubt 
it was the sheer necessity to preserve liberty from the en- 
croachments of tyranny which drove the coionists to unite. 
We are faced today with the same sheer necessity. In that 
day there were many good reasons why it was impossible 
for thirteen colonies to get together, and many sincere 
people who could not see that it was the right thing to do. 
But we believe that God, who led our forefathers out of 
totalitarian Europe to find freedom of religion and life in 
the new land, guided them in forming a united nation 
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whose principles were an application of the Golden Rule 
and the gospel. Today, with that nation the hope of the 
whole world, those reasons and those people are best for- 
gotten. 


But it is the greatness and mission of the church which 
concern us. In this day of her opportunity and crisis, she 
is even in danger of losing her freedom again through dis- 
unity. Worse, she is in danger of failing in her mission. 
It is idle to say that the Lord will overcome her weak- 
nesses and accomplish his own will in the world; the Lord 
wills the oneness of his church. His prayer is, “that they 
all may be one’’—in his freedom. 

What does this mean? It means believing in and work- 
ing for something not seen in the whole church since 
apostolic days. It means making Protestantism, or Free 
Christianity. as much greater than it is now than the pres- 
ent United States is greater than the thirteen original colo- 
nies. It means bringing Christianity through to its com- 
pletion in unity on Christ’s own principle. 


It Means Presbyterian Reunion 


Does it mean organic union with fellow Presbyterians? 
Yes, because our immediate and necessary task is to bring 
a united Presbyterianism to the united church. Does it 
mean that our ‘‘true and pure’’ church will be swallowed 
up by a “larger but decadent and false’’ Presbyterian 
Church? By no means; but union is the only way to ex- 
orcize the inferiority, self-righteousness and ignorance in 
us which prompt such a question. Does it mean that all 
churches which claim the divine Christ as their Lord are 
under obligation to become one? Yes! Under his author- 
ity, and no other, freely out of love for the Lord and the 
brethren, in tolerance, sympathy and zeal for the whole 
church. How can this be done? In just such a way as 
we have begun to do tentatively and imperfectly in our 
local councils of churches. After all, what does all this 
talk about withdrawal from the Federal Council amount 
to but a retreat from the church's critical battle of our 
generation? 


In our lifetime the evangelical church has an urgent 
responsibility to fulfil itself; for it is the world’s sole 
teacher of its sole answer—unity in freedom. No Chris- 
tian group has more to give, or more to receive by giv- 
ing, than our own Southern Presbyterian Church; because 
we are divorced, sectional, class-conscious, race-conscious; 
orthodox, gifted, wealthy, consecrated. Our retreat from 
the battlefield would give tragic help to the foes of Christ 
and would brand us a church without vision. But our ad- 
vance into the front ranks of the great church as it re- 
covers apostolic unity, in freedom, could make the South- 
ern Presbyterian Church the greatest church in Christen- 
dom. 


REPORTS TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 








On Foreign Missions 


The largest net increase in missionary personnel in any 
year during the last quarter of a century is reported by 
the Executive Committee of Foreign Missions to the forth- 
coming General Assembly which will meet in Atlanta May 
27. Forty missionaries added during the year, with 17 
lost through retirement, ill health or resignation, brought 
the total to 368. This of course does not compare with 
the 516 who represented the church in 1926. 

The committee also looks toward the largest number of 
additoins to the church on the mission field, when all re- 
ports are in, since the beginning of the denomination’s 
work in 1861. More than 8,007 are reported to date. 

There are now 55 missionaries back on duty in China, 
29 in Korea, and eight in Japan. Schools and hospitals 
are open again in these countries and crowds of students 
and patients tax the capacity of present buildings to the 
utmost. 


Total foreign missions receipts for the year through 
regular channels were $1,437,183, while the Program of 
Progress effort added an additional $715,502. Churches 
are urged by the commitiee to continue their efforts in the 
special program, “striving wherever possible to complete 
the campaign within a minimum number of months or 
years.’ The committee also cautions that in the special cam- 
paign, officers see to it that regular contributions are not 
made to suffer. 


Looking into the future, the committee seeks a mission- 
ary force of 500 within five years and, as a remoter goal. 
750 at the earliest possible moment. To sustain the work 
on such a scale an annual budget of $2,000,000 is asked 
for the earlier objective, $5,000,000 for the latter. 

The securing of missionary prospects seems to be no 
great problem, with approximately 3,500 young people on 
the candidate correspondence list, all of whom Aare inter- 
ested in at least thinking of the possibility of mission serv- 
ice. 
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From the various missions, the committee reports: 

In China, twelve of the previous thirteen stations have 
been opened and occupied; 248 Chinese evangelistic work- 
ers are at work; a Christian constituency of 35,307 is be- 
ing served; 62 schools are in operation within the bounds 
of the mission; seven hospitals cared for 128,305 patients 
during the year. 


Korea missionaries tell of re-opening churches, the re- 
sumption of their famous Bible classes, schools running at 
three of the five stations, one hospital in service. 

The Golden Castle Woman’s College in Japan reports an 
enrollment of 1,000—largest in its history. Other phases 
of the program in Japan go ahead as well as possible under 
a sorely limited staff—eight missionaries. 

In Africa, along with the usual activities, new ventures in 
education are noted—the Trial Normal School and the 
Trial Medical Class from which normal and medical schools 
may develop. In the Congo schools maintained by the mis- 
sion there were 43,000 students during the year. The 
establishment of the new station at Luluabourg was one 
of the special achievements of the year. Mission offices 
have been moved from Luebo to Luluabourg. 


The committee speaks of Brazil as “the fastest-growing 
arm of the Protestant Church anywhere in all the world.” 
A number of new buildings have been completed at the 
different missions in Brazil during the year, greatly en- 
larging the scope of activity. 

Mexico Presbyterianism’s high peak of the year was the 
Diamond Jubilee Celebration and the organization of the 
General Assembly. 

In cooperation with the Presbyterian Church in Brazil 
and the Presbyterian Church, USA, Southern Presbyterian 
responsibility now includes Portugal. The committee is 
looking particularly for one young couple to engage in this 
united effort. 

Three other mission boards join with Southern Presby- 
terians in a work among the Indians of the Andes in Ecua— 
dor, Peru and Bolivia, with work already underway in 
Ecuador. 

With hearty approval of the work of the American Mis- 
sion to Lepers, the committee commends it to the support 
of the entire church on the 40th anniversary of its founding. 

A depreciated currency and rising costs add to the diffi- 
culties of missions today. The committee estimates that 
the agerage-per-missionary expense has at least doubled, 
so that now $4,000 per year is sought for the support of 
one missionary and his work. In Far Eastern fields it is 
estimated that costs have trebled. Long-range plans and 
opportunities as would be made possible through the Pro- 
gram of Progress are underscored by the committee as the 
church is urged to give that program its full support. 


Committee on Sabbath 


After a six-year effort, the General Assembly’s perma- 
nent committee on the Sabbath will report to the 1948 
meeting “its clear and solemn conviction that the neglect 
and profanation of the Day has continued and increased 
to an alarming and distressing degree.” The “Divine de- 
sign,” the committee says, ‘“‘is being more and more dis- 
regarded and its precepts violated by both professing Chris- 
tians and the people of the world.” 

“Organized selfishness, greed and pleasure-lust’”’ are 
pointed to ‘“‘in hostile array, as forces of the world, in an 
all-out campaign to destroy this holy and beneficent insti- 
tution.”’ 

Worse and more dangerous than any attack from the 
outside, the committee says, is ‘“‘that enemy from within 
the ranks of so-called Christian people betraying 
the cause by acquiescence with the philosophy of the 
worldly enemies.”’ 

The committee specifies ‘‘Christian people, ministers, offi- 
cers and members of the church (who) surely do not real- 
ize what they are doing when by their example and teach- 
ing they encourage, approve or practice the neglect and 
Profanation of the Lord's Day... .”’ ; 
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With reference to possible use of a the proposed World 
Calendar in place of the Gregorian Calendar, introduced 
by Pope Gregory XIII in 1582, the committee recommends 
that the Assembly oppose the World Calendar on the 
grounds that ‘historic Christianity, almost without excep- 
tion, has held to the continuity of the seven-day week and 
the first day of the week as the Christian Sabbath; and as 
the proposed World Calendar would violate the weekly 
cycle of the Sabbath, and thereby eliminate some of the 
Sabbaths over a course of years. . . .”’ It recommends op- 
position to “any other calendar which will not maintain 
the integrity of the weekly cycle in perpetuity.” 

The Assembly is asked for a year to be set apart for a 
church-wide study of the Sabbath, with a book to be used 
on this subject in the Woman’s Auxiliary and other organi- 
zations. An appropriation of $1,000 is urged for the 
printing and distribution of leaflets on the subject. Minis- 
ters are urged to preach on Sabbath observance and 
churches are asked to provide adequate and attractive pro- 
grams to make the day “‘not a burden but a delight.” S. C. 
Byrd, Winnsboro, S. C., is chairman of the committee. 


Questionnaire 


® EDITORS’ NOTE—This brief, concluding section of the 
questionnaire proposed by the Assembly’s Committee on 
the Minister and His Work is to be related to the previous 
sections, “‘Questions Pertaining to the Session,” and “Ques- 
tions Pertaining to the Deacons,” which appeared here in 
our April 26 issue. 


iI. QUESTIONS TO BE ASKED OF THE MINISTER 
ALONE 


1. Do you feel that you are getting the support of the 
session, the diaconate, and the church to which you are 
entitled? 

2. Are you happy in your work? 

. Are there any serious obstacles in your way? 

. Do you desire a change of pastorate? 

. Is your financial situation satisfactory? 

. What specific things can be done by the presbytery 
or the Commission on the Minister and His Work tv help 
you in your work with the congregation? 

(Your committee is indebted to the report of the Gen- 
eral Assembly’s Special Committee on Pastoral Relocation 
of the Presbyterian Church, USA, for 1946, for much ma- 
terial contained in this questionnaire. It is used by the 
kind permission of Dr. Roy Ewing Vale, Chairman.) 


an » Ww 


Ad Interim Committee Studying 
Assembly Agencies 


As reported by its chairman, Elder W. E. Price, of Char- 
lotte, N. C., the ad interim committee appointed by the 
General Assembly to study the agencies of the Assembly 
has met four times. The committee was appointed to make 
a thorough study of all the agencies of the church with a 
view to any consolidations, re-arrangements or greater effi- 
ciency which might be achieved in the total organizational 
structure. - 

Now, the committee says, ‘‘it feels that its work deserves 
far more careful study than is possible by the occasional 
meetings which can be held during the course of a church 
year,” and it requests re-appointment for another year in 
order to continue the study and complete the report. 

Already, the committee says, it is agreed that the pro- 
posed transfer of the Department of Country Church from 
the Religious Education Committee to the Home Missions 
Committee should be effected and it recommends that this 
be done by the Assembly. 

In view of the fact that some members of the committee 
who were appointed could not serve, the Moderator of the 
Assembly has added Vernon S. Broyles and S. H. Fulton 
to the group. 
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EDITORIAL 


The Presbyteries and the Council 


The 87 presbyteries have now re- 
corded their attitudes toward the Fed- 
eral Council of Churches in response to 
the inquiry of the General Assembly. 
In the light of this vote, everyone in the 
church, both friend and foe of the Coun- 
cil, should be deeply grateful that we 
have had such a decisive expression of 
opinion on this issue. With the affirma- 
tive response of 62 of the presbyteries, 
plus a tie in another, with only 24 op- 
posed, no one will have to wonder what 
the presbyteries would say about this 
question. They have said it—unmis- 
takeably. 





Whose Church Property? (Contd.) 


In connection with our editorial of 
April 5 (‘Whose Church Property?’’) 
an additional word needs to be said. 
In that editorial we quoted the state- 
ment of the latest Digest of the Acts and 
Proceedings of our General Assembly 
which declares, ‘‘In the final analysis the 
right in and to all property within its 
ecclesiastical jurisdiction belongs to the 
church as a whole. This is the opinion 
which has been sustained by the Su- 
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preme Court of the United States (Wat- 
son vs. Jones, 13 Wallace 679) in the 
‘Walnut Street Church Case.’ ”’ 

A careful reading of the “Walnut 
Street Church Case,”’ the only reference 
given, failed to reveal any such state- 
ment, and we concluded, as we said, that 
this opinion was “the digest editor’s 
own inference from the court de- 
cisions and is totally unwarranted by 
the facts. . ..” 

So far as the Walnut Street Church 
Case is concerned this is true, and so 
far as our investigation goes, there 
seems to be no opinion of the U. S. Su- 
preme Court to support the conclusion 
of the Digest. The statement of the 
Digest seems to be based on an opinion 
offered by the District Court of the U. S. 
of the Western District of Missouri in 
the case of Barkley vs.-Hayes. The de- 
cision of this court was upheld by the 
U. S. Circuit Court of Appeals in St. 
Louis on April 17, 1915 and by the U. S. 
Supreme Court on May 6, 1918, but 
there is no reference to the opinion cited 
above, while there is reference to the 
arguments in the earlier Watson vs. 
Jones case. The opinion of the Missouri 
District Court in the Barkley vs. Hayes 
case is cited in a paper drawn up by 
John M. Gaut, Esq., and printed in the 
Presbyterian, USA, Digest, 1938, Vol. I, 
p. 653. 


On this subject the court, in Barkley 
vs. Hayes, says: 


“The religious congregation or eccle- 
siastical body holding the property is 
but a subordinate member of the gen- 
eral church organization in which there 
are superior ecclesiastical tribunals with 
a general and ultimate power of control, 
more or less complete, in some supreme 
judicatory over the whole membership 
of that general organization. The local 
congregation is itself but a member of 
a much larger and more important re- 
ligious organization, is under its gov- 
ernment and control, and is bound by 
its orders and judgments. Therefore, 
when the property held by the church 
is that purchased or conveyed for the 
general use of the congregation, not de- 
voted forever, by the instrument which 
conveyed it, nor by any specific declara- 
tion of its owner, to the support of any 
special religious doctrines, or any pe- 
culiar form of worship, it is and remains 
the property of the general church 
which exercises such general and ulti- 
mate power of control. It does not be- 
long to the particular congregation 
which uses it, much less to the individ- 
ual members of such a congregation. It 
does not belong to the presbytery, or the 
synod, not, in a strict sense, to the 
General Assembly. It belongs to the 
Church, which is composed of its entire 
membership; that membership being 
governed and controlled by the organic 
law of the Church, the administration of 
which is lodged in certain judicatories 
rising, in regular succession, to the Gen- 
eral Assembly or court of last resort, 
embracing in itself legislative, adminis- 
trative and judicial powers. The gov- 
ernment of the Presbyterian Church is 
republican and representative in char- 
acter. Its administration is vested not 
in the individual members, not in the 
congregations, but in the General As- 
sembly, and the Presbyteries; and the 
Church as a whole, acting through its 
supreme governing bodies, exercises the 
ultimate rights of ownership and con- 
trol over all its properties.” 
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According to this opinion, the prop. 
erty of the local congregation is held 
and controlled by the congregation so 
long as it remains in the Presbyterian 
Church, US or USA, subject to the Con- 
stitution which provides that all actions 
of lower ecclesiastical bodies are subject 
to the review and control of the higher 
courts, This is the principle which we 
have tried to make clear in our recent 
editorials on the matter. 

So far as we can discover (if we are 
in error we hope it will be pointed out 
to us) the U. S. District Court of the 
Western District of Missouri is the only 
court, civil or ecclesiastical, which hag 
ever claimed that the property belongs 
in a sense to the Church as a whole. All 
other opinions which we have seen 
recognize that the property does indeed 
belong to the local church, under the 
conditions indicated above. And this 
we believe is a fairer statement of the 
matter. 

Despite the statement of the Missouri 
court, we believe that civil and eccle- 
siastical law recognize that the property 
belongs to the local congregation, sub- 
ject to review and control by the higher 
courts, as provided by the Constitution. 
And for all practical purposes this is 
recognized in the opinion of the court 
in the case of Barkley vs. Hayes. 


As the Editors See It 


According to editors of the religious 
press, in their annual meeting recently 
held in New York, some of the chief 
issues demanding the support of their 
papers are these: ‘ 

—the European Recovery Program 
with increasing responsibility for this 
by UN; 

—an international police force; 

—passage of the Stratton Bill provid- 
ing for the admission of Displaced Per- 
sons; 


—opposition to universal military 
training; 

—movements toward Protestant 
unity; 

—a wider use of lay leadership; 

—the Capper Bill curtailing liquor 
advertising; 


—full consideration of the objectives 
of the Civil Rights Committee. 


GUEST EDITORS 


Family Develops Cooperation 





The family circle is particularly vital 
as a means of developing a spirit of 
cooperation which is so essential to the 
progress of the individual, the local 
community, the nation, and the world 
community. 

I believe that by focusing attention 
on this important subject, National 
Family Week serves to keep before us 
our individual opportunity and respon- 
sibility in creating the kind of family 
environment which builds good citizens 
and a strong democracy.—THOMAS J. 
WATSON, President, International 
Business Machines, Corp. 
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By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 





“The eyes of the Lord range the whole 
earth.”—II Chron. 16:9, Am. trans. 


HO KNOWS when the first road 
W sign was put up at Black Moun- 

tain? When Christian Reid’s 
young people, by stage and on horse- 
back, were making that tour of the 
Carolina mountains which made ‘‘The 
Land of the Sky’? famous, there were 
not only no signs at Black Mountain, 
there were no signs OF Black Mountain. 
There would be no need for signs; 
everyone knew where every neighbor 
lived, and nobody intended going any- 
where. (Why should they? They lived 
in Buncombe!) Likewise when Charles 
Dudley Warner made the epic journey 
into North Carolina which was mislead- 
ingly entitled ‘On Herseback in Vir- 
ginia” (it should have been from Vir- 
ginia), he by-passed Black Mountain, if 
indeed he knew of the spot at all, with- 
out knowing exactly where it was. 


Who put up the first sign at Black 
Mountain, and what the sign said, per- 
haps no one now living can remember. 
It may have been a sign pointing the 
way to Asheville. There would hardly 
have been much use in a sign pointing 
in any other direction. After the rail- 
road came, there was a sign on the sta- 
tion about the beginning of this cen- 
tury: 465 miles to Washington. Black 
Mountain had joined the United States. 


Later, by slow degrees, the highway 
was built. Only the hardy dared it at 
first, One of Montreat’s residents can 
no doubt still recall the day when, com- 
ing over the Blue Ridge in a car, merely 
by carelessly laying her hand on the 
back of the front seat she broke her 
wrist. But later came the hard-surface, 
and with it the signs blossomed. Now 
in front of almost any garage in Bun- 
combe County you can see the mileage 
posted to points of importance all over 
the country—so many miles to Raleigh, 
Knoxville, Cincinnati, New Orleans, St. 
Louis, Miami, New York; all with the 
right number of the highway toward 
each city. 


Black Mountain’s horizon is wider 

still. The traveler by train, paus- 

ing to look out at the Key City, observes 

on a nearby roof the mystic figures in 
35-37 

immense size: »—————> Do not inquire, 
82-20 

O Pullman Passenger, what that means. 

You are going too slowly, your ticket is 

too short, for you to need the informa- 

tion those yellow digits offer. For those 

are the latitude and longitude of Black 


B: IN THESE LATTER DAYS 


Mountain; and the great arrow points 
not to any city on the globe, but to the 
North Pole. Those figures are for pilots 
in the air, they orient Black Mountain 
in the Age of Flight. Black Mountain 
is no longer a wide place in a Buncombe 
County road, no longer a flagstop on a 


_ one-track railway, no longer merely the 


hub of a network of roads whose outer 
ends touch Bangor and Brownsville, 
Montana and Miami. Her sign is in an 
international language, understood of 
all educated men, The flier of any na- 
tion, seeing her sign spread beneath 
him, knows which way to point his plane 
for any place on the planet. This pin- 
point on the map orients herself by the 
great globe itself, she fits into the same 
grid with Chungking and Moscow and 
Trieste and Teheran. Black Mountain 
has joined the World. 


ENTLE READER, let us not allow 
G Black Mountain to get ahead of 
us. Where are we living? Is our 
world that of Buncombe seventy years 
ago? Do we know the road to our 
neighbor’s house but no farther? Some 
of us may be even deener in the back- 
woods than that: like hermits, we do 
not know where nor how our neighbors 
live and we don’t care. Are we aware 
only of our county, are our loyalties all 
for Buncombe? Is our local Asheville 
(call it New York or what you will) the 
center of our pride and of our little uni- 
verse? Or have we advanced a little 
and joined the United States? If we 
live in New England, have we learned 
that the western hemisphere extends 
somewhat farther than the Hudson 
River? If we live in the land of the 
mockingbird, can we understand that 
even beyond the Ohio and the Potomac 
people are human? If we live in the 
saddle amid the tumbling tumbleweed, 
can we concede that even straphangers 
may have a kind of grit of their own? 
Even though we be called ‘‘Senator” or 
“Reverend,’’ do we realize that the 
United States is all around us, that there 
are other climates, other manners, that 
our constituents and our congregations 
are not sole heirs of ALL the promises? 


your own house-of-life point? 

To some local metropolis or to 
the end of the earth? Do the eyes of 
your mind range with God’s over the 
wide world? Is the sign by your door- 
step in the local dialect, or does the 
arrow on your roof speak a universal 
language? How are you oriented? Are 
you still decaying quietly by forgotten 
trails, or have you jcined the world? 


W HERE DOES THE SIGN over 





We Presbyterians 


By ARTHUR V. BOAND 





23. THEODORE SHAW SMYLIE 


Recently The Missouri Presbyterian, 
official monthly organ of the Synod of 
Missouri (USA) carried a news story 
featuring the ministry of Ted Smylie at 
the Oak Hill Presbyterian Church in St. 
Louis. Since he accepted a call to this 
church of 550 members ten years ago, 
1300 new members have been received 
during the Smylie pastorate and the 
present membership stands at 1275. 
Sunday school attendance has increased 
55%. Current expenses increased from 
$4,000 to $29,000 and benevolent giving 
increased from $673 to $11,093. Many 
improvements have been made in the 
church property and all indebtedness 
has been paid. 

Until his acceptance of the call to 
the Oak Hill Church, Ted Smylie was a 
minister of the US Church. His under- 
graduate work was done at Southwest- 
ern at Memphis and at Arkansas Col- 
lege, his A. B. degree being received 
from the latter institution. Louisville 
Theological Seminary was his choice for 
his ministerial training, and he was 
ordained by Abingdon Presbytery. His 
first pastorates were at the Welch and 
North Fork churches, a_ three-year 
ministry which was followed by a chap- 
laincy in the U. S. Army. After his dis- 
charge from the service, Dr. Smylie ac- 
cepted a call to the First church of 
Paris, Ky.; he went from Paris to the 
Second Church of Huntington, W. Va.; 
from Huntington to the Evergreen 
Church of Memphis, and he was called 
from Memphis to the pastorate of the 
Central Church of St. Louis, where he 
remained for five years. With such a 
succession of fine pastorates in the US 
Church behind him, Dr. Smylie was well 
prepared for his outstanding ministry 
in the USA Oak Hill Church of St. Louis, 
which he now serves. 





‘IBM HEAD MAKES GIFT 


Facilities to overcome language 
difficulties will be provided at the 
first assembly of the World Council 
of Churches in Amsterdam, August 
22-Sept. 4, through the courtesy and 
generosity of Thomas J. Watson, New 
York, president of International Busi- 
ness Machines Corporation, a member 
of the Brick (Presbyterian, USA) 
church of New York. Through Mr. 
Watson’s efforts the newest system of 
radio equipment for instantaneous 
translation will be available to the 
delegates. 

Last year Mr. Watson was awarded 
the Russell Colgate Distinguished 
Service Citation by the International 
Council of Religious Education, 
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SENTINELS 
FOR FREEDOM 


A recent letter from a physician 
whose pastor had given him Spirit- 
ual Mobilization tracts spoke of the 
ministers who constitute this Cru- 
sade as ‘‘sentinels for freedom.”’ 

In a freedom abandoning age it 
isn’t always easy or popular to 
champion it. But our position is be- 
coming stronger each day as world 
trends and conditions become more 
obvious. 

When this Crusade started, four- 
teen years ago, its views were very 
unpopular. Now, especially in its 
crusade to get 5,000,000 new voters 
eligible and voted this year, it has 
the support of thousands who had 
been critical. 

This Crusade does not seek to do 
anyone’s thinking. It does not tell 
anyone who to vote for or how to 
do his pastoral job. It never raises 
any theological issues. It is just an 
earnest group of 12,791 pastors of 
churches, ‘‘sentinels for freedom,’’ 
who take their New Testament seri- 
ously and believe that spiritual free- 
dom, the dignity of man, the demo- 
cratic process, and the sovereignty 
of the citizen over the state are in 
peril here and MUST be saved. 

Do you share our convictions and 
concerns? Will you make common 
cause with us? May we send you 
tracts concerning the 5,000,000 voters 
campaign and other tracts incident 
to our Crusade? We need your help! 
Freedom needs friends and crusa- 
ders who, in the areas of their in- 
fluence, will uphold it and the sense 
of individual, personal responsibility 
which alone can preserve it. 

James W. Fifield, Jr., D. D., 
Director 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

DONALD J. COWLING, President Carleton 
College 1909-45: ROGER W. BABSON, 
Statistician; WILLIAM F. BRAASCH, 
Beard of Directors, American Medical As- 
sociation; ELY CULBERTSON, Author, 
Lecturer; CARY EGGLESTON, Physician: 
DEWITT EMERY, Founder National 
Small Business Men’s Association; EDGAR 
J. GOODSPEED, Bible Scholar and Lec- 
turer: THEODORE GRAEBNER, Seetesver 
Theology, Author; ALFRED P. H 

Economist, Lecturer; ALBERT Ww. 
HAWKES, Unitea States Senator; SAM 
HIGGINBOTTOM, Missionary: RUPERT 
HUGHES, Author; RUFUS B. VON KLEIN- 
SMID, Chancellor, University of Southern 
California; ROBERT A. MILLIKAN, Cali- 
fornia Institute of Technology; FELIX 
MORLEY, Editor, Human Events; AL- 
FRED NOYES, Author; NORMAN’ VIN- 
CENT PEALE, Clergyman; REVERDY C. 
RANSOM, Bishop A. M. E. Church; LEO- 
NARD E. READ, President Foundation for 
Economic Education, Inc.; ROBERT GOR- 
DON SPROUL, President, University of 
California; JOHN JAMES TIGERT, Presi- 
dent Emeritus, University of Florida; 


RAY LYMAN ‘WILBUR, Chancellor, Le- 
land Stanford University. 


besebheekowe (Tear Off Here) 


SPIRITUAL MOBILIZATION 
Title Guarantee Bldg., Dept. JL, 
Los Angeles 13, Calif. 


I am a minister of a church and Iinter- 
ested in the program of Spiritual Mobiliza- 
tion. Place me on your Representative 
List and send me your free publications. 


NAME 
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CHURCH NEWS 


Unprecedented Record Reported 
By American Bible Society 
(Report to General Assembly) 





“Never before in history has any na- 
tion in an equal period donated so many 
copies of the Scriptures to a non-Chris- 
tian nation as the United States has sent 
to Japan since V-J Day,’”’ says the an- 
nual report of the American Bible So- 
city to the Presbyterian, US, General 
Assembly as presented by the chairman 
of the Assembly’s committee, John A. 
MacLean. 


By the close of 1947, the committee 
declares, there had been shipped 120,- 
015 Japanese Bibles, 1, 456,020 Testa- 
ments and 672,543 Gospel portions. 
Though printing facilities for more 
Bibles were arranged in Japan the 
supply was reported by General Mac- 
Arthur to be inadequate and another 
5C,000 Japanese Bibles and 100,000 
Testaments are being sent this year 
from the U. S. 


In addition, the society reports as 
gifts to Russia, 10,000 Bibles, 5,000 
Testaments and Psalms, 100,000 Gospels 
and 1,000 Greek Testaments. As for 
Germany, the report indicates, the so- 
ciety’s service began when the war was 
over and it has never ceased. ‘‘Never 
before in the history of the world has 
any Christian nation sent so many copies 
of the Scriptures to another Christian 
nation, whether that other nation was 
a friend or an enemy state.” Still, it is 
declared, there is an enormous unfilled 
demand for Scriptures in Germany. 


The World Recovery Program of the 
American Bible Society now calls for 
$2,010,700 beyond the society’s regular 
budget, to provide 7,856,000 volumes in 
15 countries. 

The response to the worldwide Bible 
reading observance from Thanksgiving 
to Christmas, says the ABS, exceeded by 
more than 60 per cent that of the pre- 
vious year. 


In the United States the society cir- 





Davis and Elkins College 


Elkins, West Virginia 


A four-year college for men and 
women. 

Member of and accredited by North 
Central Association of Colleges and 
Secondary Schools. 

Emphasizes Christian Character 
and thorough scholarship. 

Personal interest in the individual 
student. 

Beautiful campus; bracing cli- 
mate; modern buildings; excellent 
equipment. 

A splendidly trained faculty of 
Christian men and women. 

A good place for an investment. 

R. B. PURDUM, President 
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culated 3,825,013 Bibles, Testaments 
and portions in 1947; through foreign 
agencies, 2,960,821; in emergency cir- 
Japan, 
etc., 2,231,554; to special groups: vet- 
erans, prisoners of war, blind, etc., 293,- 
051, for a grand total of 9,310,439. 
Now the ABS, with the support of its 
38 denominations, has set an annual 
goal of $1,123,710. Of this amount, 
Presbyterians, US, are being asked for 
$50,000 annually, as it is stressed that 
“the society is not rich; it does not have 
resources that make it independent of 
the voluntary gifts from the churches.” 


In the recommendations of the As- 
sembly’s committee, it is urged that the 
worldwide Bible reading plan be en- 
couraged, that Universal Bible Sunday 
be emphasized, and that the Assembly’s 
Stewardship Committee be directed to 
make a special study of the American 
Bible Society’s worldwide program and 
the relationship of the Presbyterian 
Church, US, to it, with a view to a larger 
participation, as it is also asked to con- 
sider the $50,000 annual objective in 
the budget. 


Historical Foundation Tells of 
Visits of 4,652 Persons in Year 


(Report to General Assembly) 

In the report of the Historical Foun- 
dation of the Presbyterian and Re- 
formed Churches, the Assembly’s com- 
mittee, of which Thomas P. Johnston is 
chairman, tells of the visits of 4,652 
persons representing 36 states, the Dis- 
trict of Columbia and eleven foreign 
countries to the Foundation during the 
past year. It records the receipt of 
World War II service records and a 
bronze plaque carrying the names of 296 
Presbyterian, US, chaplains who served 
in that war. 


Various manuscript accessions are re- 
ported and 2,725 additions were made 
to the manuscript History of Churches 
and Woman’s Work. This is declared 
to be “one of the significant composite 
histories of the ecclesiastical world.” 

Visiting students from various parts 
of the country use the facilities of the 
Foundation at Montreat, N. C., the year 
’round. 

Plans for the new and greatly needed 
building to house the records of the 
Foundation have been deferred ‘‘on ac- 
count of difficult construction conditions 
and excessive costs, though all possible 
preparations are being carried on look- 
ing toward the earliest possible begin- 
ning of that undertaking. More than 
$47,827 has been contributed to this 
fund directly from the church, with $6,- 
637 added during the year. 

The committee asks an increase in 
its annual appropriation from $10,000 
to $11,000 “because of the increased 
cost of living and in order to bring 
salaries more nearly in line with those 
paid by other agencies of the church.”’ 
This, it is said, would permit an increase 
in staff salaries of slightly more than 10 
per cent. 
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CAMPUS NEWS 


Dean Bailey to Be PJO 
Commencement Speaker 

The commencement address at Pres- 
pyterian Junior College, Maxton, N. C., 
will be delivered by Dean John Crooks 
Bailey, Jr., of Davidson College, May 31. 
In the graduating class there will be 24 
candidates for the preparatory depart- 
ment, seven candidates for the business 
administration department, 26 candi- 
dates for junior college diploma, and 26 
candidates for Associate in Science de- 
gree. John A. MacLean, Richmond, Va., 
has previously been announced as the 
commencement preacher, Summer 
school at PJC is scheduled to begin June 
7 for students of Spanish, June 14 for 
others. 


Austin Students Name Tolbert 
As Student Body President 

Arch Tolbert, Columbus, Ga., has 
been elected president of the Austin 
Seminary student body for the coming 
year, Earl Price, of Dallas, is vice-presi- 
dent, and Earl Clary, Turnersville, 
Texas, is secretary-treasurer. 


Student Body Leaders 
Chosen at Columbia 

Thomas Milton Dews, Edison, Ga., is 
president of the student body at Colum- 
bia Seminary for next year and Albert 
Norman Wells, Pensacola, Fla., has been 
named president of the student society 
‘of missionary inquiry. Other student 
body officers include: John Thomas Mc- 
Crea, Miami, vice-president; Miles C. 
Wood, Statesville, N. C., secretary; 
Allen Gardner, Jr., Montgomery, Ala., 
treasurer, Additional missionary in- 
quiry officers are: David Adams Martin, 
Gainesville, Fla., vice-president; James 
Eade Anderson, Horseshoe, N. C., secre- 
tary; and Robert Morrison, Augusta, 
Ga., treasurer. 


Humphrey Is Elected Student 
President at Union Seminary 

Edward J. Humphrey, Wilmington, 
N. C., is Union Seminary’s student body 
president-elect. Other officers named 
are: Robert J. McMullen, Jr., New York, 
secretary; Richard V. Powell, Jr., Bebe, 
Ark., and George M. Ogilvie, North 
Wilkesboro, N. C., treasurers; George 





FOREIGN MISSIONARIES 


We represent large and modern pa- 
Permills and will supply Newsprint, 
Magazine, Song-Book, Bible Paper, 
Mimeograph, Ledger and Letter Paper 
to Protestant Foreign Missionaries. 
Write today, stating quantity needed, 
and size of sheets. We can ship to 
nearly every country. (We cannot ship 
to Japan.) 
HENRY RISING PAPER CO., 


1054 Ingraham St, Los Angeles 14, Calif. 
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M. Webb, Knoxville, Wellford Hobbie, 
Roanoke, William T. Martin, Jr., 
Raleigh, N. C.; John R. Winter, St. 
Petersburg, area chairmen, Class presi- 
dents, who, with these officers, compose 
the student council, are: Fitzhugh 
Legerton, Charleston, S. C., rising 
senior; Jack Lancaster, Dallas, Texas, 
rising middle class. 


Southern Baptist College Students 
To Get Summer Mission Assignments 

Atlanta, Ga. (RNS)—Three hundred 
college students who have volunteered 
for a life of missionary work will get a 
foretaste of their vocational choice this 
summer in service on various home mis- 
sion fields of the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention. 

J. B. Lawrence, executive secretary of 
the Baptist Home Mission Board here, 
said the students will work under regu- 
lar missionaries of the board and will 
participate in practically every type of 


ll 


service undertaken by it. 

Among the fields in which they will 
serve are rural, mountain, pioneer and 
underprivileged city areas, and Mexican, 
Indian, Italian, French, Chinese, and 
Negro peoples. 

Last year 286 students were ap- 
pointed on similar assignments and dur- 
ing the summer they established 41 new 
missions, constituted 23 new churches, 
taught a total of 76,048 children in 
vacation schools, helped lead 3,800 per- 
sons to Christian professions. 


Snavely Announced as Speaker 
At Davidson Commencement 

Guy E. Snavely, executive director of 
the Association of American Colleges, 
will be the commencement speaker at 
Davidson College May 24 when 110 stu- 
dents will be graduated. John Payne 
Williams, of Philadelphia, president of 
the alumni association, will preside at 
the annual meeting of that body. 








F. Herbert. Wells 
Dean of professional 
fund-raising —- directors 
an 
Chairman of the Boards 
Wells Organizations 


Professional Fund-Raising 


Shortly after the turn of the century a few resourceful 
men who were active in community and religious affairs, 
found themselves engaged in and developing a new plan 
for financing worthy philanthropies, which today is recog- 
nized as “professional fund-raising.” Most of these men 


lived to see billions of dollars raised for philanthropic proj- 


ects by the methods of volunteer cooperation which they 


developed. 


Many more billions of dollars will be raised for churches, 
hospitals, colleges and other non-profit organizations by ad- 
herence to their basic principles and techniques of fund- 
raising campaign organization. 


As the only remaining member of this original pioneer 
group, F. Herbert Wells is providing the inspiration and 
counsel behind the professional fund-raising services offered 
by the Wells Organizations. 


Write for our folder, “Standard Practices for Profes- 
sional Fund-Raising Campaigns.” Please indicate whether 
you are interested in a community or a church campaign. 


WELLS ORGANIZATIONS 





- 


Fund-Raising and (Campaigns 


tLectatc sunLOING 
FORT WORTH, TEXAS 






WELLS ORGANIZATIONS, INC. 
G. Wells, Pres. 


WASHINGTON BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DB. C. 


Since 1911 the name WELLS has stood for quality Fund-Raising Campaigns 
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NATIONAL FAMILY WEEK 





Texas Mother Is Presbyterian 


The Texas Mother of 1948 is Mrs. 
George W. McDaniel of Abilene, native 
Texan and mother of five children. Mrs. 
McDaniel is a member of the First Pres- 
byterian Church of Abilene where she 
has taught a Sunday school class for 50 
years. 


Born the seventh daughter of the 
seventh daughter, near McKinney, 
Texas, Mrs. McDaniel was taken to 
Abilene in 1885 by her father, R. H. 
Parker, a major in the Confederate 
Army. There the family established a 
home and in 1891 she married Geo. W. 
McDaniel. 


BELHAVEN 


Liberal Arts College For Women 
JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI 


POSSESSING— 
Attractive Campus 
Modern Buildings 
Excellent Student Body 


STRESSING— 


Character 
Culture 
Sound Scholarship 





For Catalog—Write: 
G. T. GILLESPIE, President 














THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


Mrs. McDaniel has always been active 
in church and civic affairs. She was 
selected as Texas Mother of 1948 by the 
American Mothers Committee in a move- 
ment sponsored by the Golden Rule 
Foundation. 


Daily Radio Programs 


Nashville, Tenn. (Special).—Prob- 
lems involving the relationships be- 
tween parents and their children will 
be treated in six radio broadcasts over 
more than 928 stations as a part of the 
observance of National Family Week, 
May 2-9. The broadcasts are written 
and produced by Carlton E. Morse 
known to radio listeners as the author 
of ‘One Man’s Family.’”’ On local sta- 
tions they will be presented as public 
service features usually with the spon- 
sorship of local church or-civic groups. 


The theme for this series entitled 


GOwWNS 


*Pulpit and Choir- 
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ve VESTMENTS - HANGINGS 
aE STOLES - EMBROIDERIES 


> Communion Sets: Altar Ap- 
+ Altar Brass Goods 


“Tational ce 085 


23 ARCH STREET, PHILADELPHIA 7. Fa 





ON asauest 





AUGUSTA 
Military Academy 


Fort Defiance, Virginia 


One of America’s oldest and most dis- 
tinguished military schools, located in 
the heart of the beautiful Shenandoah 
Valley of Virginia. Prepares for all 
colleges, universities, and West Point 
and Annapolis. Grades 5-12. A War 
Department Honor R. O. T. C. School. 

Non-Denominational, but all Prot- 
estant cadets required to attend the 
Augusta Stone Church (Presbyterian), 
yar of the nation’s oldest, each Sun- 


» ™ information and catalog, write 





Colonel Chas. S. Roller, Jr., Principal. 








FINANCIAL 


Rev. S. W. 


PLAN BOOK 


MORE THAN $50,000,000 PRODUCED 
BY USING THIS PLAN 
Compiled & Edited by 

McGill, D. D. for 


Churches and Christian Colleges 


Price $10 per copy 
Address 822 Nuttman Avenue, Ft. Wayne, Ind. 
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“Families Need Parents,’ was worked 
out last summer at the National Fam- 
ily Life Conference. The individual 
dramatic episodes are: The Children’s 
Bill of Rights; By Precept and Exam- 
ple; Keeping Up With the Younger Gen- 
eration; Junior and the Divine Plan; 
As the Twig is Bent; and The Impor- 
tance of Children. 


The President’s Letter 


THE WHITE HOUSE 
Washington 
My dear Friends: 

I note with pleasure the decision of 
the churches to observe, as heretofore, 
National Family Week from the first to 
the second Sunday of May. 

The fact that the sessions of the Na- 
tional Conference on Family Life are 
scheduled for several days—May 6 to 
8—within that same week may well 
lend even added importance to this ob- 
servance for the year 1948. There can 
be no question that our spiritual leaders 
will be intensely interested in, and will 
make most effective use of the valu- 
able data from the wide reaches of our 
manifold welfare activities and ths 
varied fields of the social sciences that 
will be assembled by this Conference. 

However, while the churches can un- 
doubtedly turn to the best of purposes, 
in their efforts in behalf of the family, 
materials and information from secu- 
larist fields, it remains true beyond all 
contention that far and away the most 
important contribution they can make 
to the home is to bend their efforts to- 
wards keeping its spiritual forces as 
vigorous and vital as possible. It would 
seem a mere platitude to say that the 
most perfect economic and social envi- 
ronment conceivable cannot assure a 
sound home life where the _ spiritual 
foundations of the family are weak. And 
it is just as true that the fairest flower 
of American family life is the fruit. of 
the religious heritage of the centuries 
brought to our shores. 

It is my reasoned conviction that, in 
view of present disturbed and even 
turbulent conditions, there is greater 
need today than ever in our history for 
emphatic emphasis on the place of God 
in our family life. National Family 
Week would therefore seem providen- 
tial. It can contribute much towards 
that highly important end. 

Very sincerely vours, 
(Signed) HARRY S. TRUMAN. 


Mitchell College 


A coeducational institution distinctive 
in Christian ideals. Presbyterian. 
Founded 1856. Fully accredited aca- 
demic work first two years of college. 
Outstanding departments in music and 
business. Approved for veterans. Resi- 
dence for women and single men. Lib- 
eral scholarships. Moderate __—irates. 
Write for catalog P. Applications are 
being taken for our fall semester which 
begins September 7, 1948. 
John Montgomery, Pres., 
Statesville, N. C. 
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BIBLE STUDY 
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Ezra Leads A Religious Revival 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
. LESSON FOR MAY 9 


Nehemiah 8-10; 13. 


The history of the Old Testament 
closes with the return of the Jews from 
captivity. As we have seen in our pre- 
vious lessons the first return was led by 
gzerubbabel and Jeshua, fifty years after 
the destruction of Jerusalem; the sec- 
ond was led by Ezra, 8( years later; the 
third by Nehemiah, thirteen years later 
still. 

Nehemiah, an important government 
official, asked and received permission 
to return to Jerusalem because he was 
distressed at the situation there, The 
walls of the city had been broken and 
the gates burned. The city was defence- 
less and surrounded by hostile neigh- 
bors. The people had grown disheart- 
ened and were turning away from the 
worship of Jehovah, Ezra, who had set 
his heart to seek the law of Jehovah, to 
do it, and to teach it (Hzra 7:10) was 
out of favor with the dominant faction 
in the city (this is a conjecture) and 
without influence in the affairs of the 
city. 

It was not long till Nehemiah, one of 
the most energetic and masterful char- 
acters in the Old Testament had com- 
pletely altered this situation. He in- 
spired the people with such enthusiasm 
that in spite of obstacles of every sort, 
treachery within and intrigues without, 
they actually completed the city walls 
in fifty-two days. But the building of 
the walls was only the first step in Nehe- 
miah’s program. He set himself in the 
second place to renew the peoples’ al- 
legiance to Jehovah and to ground it 
in a thorough knowledge of God’s Word. 
To carry out this part of his program, 
Nehemiah was glad to avail himself of 
the help of Ezra, who, with the success 
of Nehemiah’s pbuilding project, had 
come again into popular favor. Nehe- 
miah was the executive, a born leader 
of men, but Ezra was the scholar, and 
this was the work which all his life he 
had prepared himself to do. The pro- 
gram developed in two steps: 


I. The Reading of the Bible, 8:1-18 


We say the Bible, yet we know that 
it was not our Bible. The New Testa- 
ment was not written until centuries 
later, Not all of the Old Testament 
hooks were completed, and though many 
of them were in existence they had not 
yet been collected together into a Canon. 
There was no recognized Bible in our 
modern sense. The book which Ezra 
Tead was “‘the book of the law of Moses, 
Which Jehovah had commanded to 
Israel’”—the Pentateuch as we have it, 
in whole or in part. 


Lesson Text: 8:1-3, 5-6, 8, 10:28-32 


This law had been a long time in 
existence. But it was the property of 
the priests. It was not known by the 
people (books were rare and very ex- 
pensive). The people as a whole had 
followed the direction of their priests 
(sometimes in accordance with the Law 
of Moses and sometimes not) and the 
exhortations of the prophets, more often 
the false prophets who spoke the words 
that they wanted to hear than the true 
prophets who spoke the words that God 
had put into their hearts. Ezra’s pur- 
pose was to give the Law to the people, 
thus freeing them from their depen- 
dence on both prophet (appearing less 
frequently now in Israel) and priest. 
His ultimate purpose was to transform 
the Jewish people into a religious com- 
munity, whose total life should be regu- 
lated by the written word of God. It 
is only as we keep these facts in mind 
that we can understand the purport of 
the scene that follows. 


It was in the seventh month, October, 
which was the most sacred month in the 
Jewish calendar. It was on the first 
day of this month that the first group 
of returning exiles had resumed their 
national worship. So now it is on the 
first day of the seventh month that the 
people flocked into Jerusalem from all 
the surrounding towns and gathered 
themselves together into the broad 
square that was before the water gate. 

Ezra himself stood on a pulpit of 
wood, probably a platform is meant, for 
with him on the “pulpit’’ were thirteen 
other prominent religious leaders. The 
High Priest was conspicuous by his ab- 
sence. We do not know the reason for 
this, but it may be that he did not ap- 
prove of Ezra’s intention, thinking 
rather that the law should be kept as 
the private property of the priests. 


When Ezra opened the book (of 
course, it was a roll, not like one of our 
modern books) all of the people stood 
up, as they do in some European coun- 
tries today (and as they once did in 
our own land) while Ezra read the 
Word of God. Then there was a brief 
prayer of thanksgiving. The people 
answered Amen and Amen and lifting up 
their hands they bowed themselves to 
the ground. Ezra then proceeded to 
read, and we are told that he read from 
early morning (Hebrew: from the light) 
until midday. But he was too wise a 
man simply to read, especially to read 
as the Bible is generally read today. We 
are told that the Levites caused the peo- 
ple to understand the law, and again 
that they read the book distinctly (or 
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as the R. V. margin renders it, ‘‘with an 
interpretation’), and they gave the 
sense so that everyone understood the 
reading. Perhaps we are to understand 
that Ezra first read a bit aloud, then 
offered some explanation, and the 
Levites then followed with an exposition 
and interpretation, perhaps translating 
some of the Hebrew words into Aramaic, 
which was now becoming the popular 
language of the people. 


Says Adesey: 


“In all this the fact which comes out 
most prominently, accentuated by every 
detail of the arrangements, is the popu- 
larization of the Law ... Its multiplied 
precepts were not only recited in the 
hearing of men, women and children; 
they were carefully expounded to the 
people, Hitherto, it had been a matter 
of private study among learned men.... 
It was like the priestly ritual of heathen- 
ism. The priest of Eleusis guarded his 
secrets from all but those who were 
favored by being solemnly initiated into 
them, Now this unwholesome condition 
was to cease. The most sacred rites 
were to be expounded to the people.” 


The people were very much solemn- 
ized by the significance of the scene; 
and, when they heard the law and real- 
ized how far short they came of its re- 
quirements, they wept. Their leaders, 
however, told them to go away rather 
and make merry and rejoice and send 
gifts in token of the happiness with 
which they received the words of the 
Law of their God. And so they did. 

On the morrow, the second day of the 
month, the people gathered themselves 
together again, that the reading might 
be continued, And as they listened they 
found that it was provided in the Law 
that on-the 15th day of the month 
through the 22nd they were to celebrate 
the Feast of Tabernacles (see Ex. 
23:16; Levit. 23:33-43; Num. 29:12- 
38; Dt. 16:13-15). We have records of 
previous observances of this feast, by 
Solomon, for example (II Chron. 7:8 
and 8:13) and by Zerubbabel (Ezra 
3:4) but evidently it had not been ob- 
served regularly and a whole generation 
had grown up that did not even know 
of its existence. When they discovered 
that the time was so near and that 
elaborate preparations had to be made, 
the assembly adjourned properly to pre- 
pare themselves. 

The Feast of Tabernacles was duly 
observed from the 15th through the 
22nd. As provided in the Law, the peo- 
ple dwelt in booths during the whole 
week and offered the appropriate sacri- 
fices. When the writer says (vs. 17) 
that the people had not observed this 
feast since the days of Joshua, he 
means, perhaps, that it had not been ob- 
served in the same thorough fashion. 
Perhaps never before had the entire na- 
tion lived for a week in booths. One 
unique feature about this celebration 
was that through the whole week the 
reading of God’s law continued every 
day of the seven, It was a precursor of 
our Bible conferences held each year at 
Montreat, Massanetta and Kerrville. 
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But Ezra felt, and we feel as we read, 
that the whole process would be incom- 
plete if it stopped merely with the read- 
ing of the Bible. So we find as a mat- 
ter of fact that the whole business came 
to a climax in 


II. The Renewal of the Covenant, 
9:1—10:31 


It took place on the 24th day of the 
month. ‘The Feast of Tabernacles lasted 
through the 22nd. The 23rd was a day 
of solemn assembly, a day of rest and 
worship. The next day was observed as 
a day of fasting, and when they as- 
sembled they were dressed in sackcloth 
and had earth upon them. Sackcloth 
was a coarse cloth of a dark color 
usually made of goat’s hair. It probably 
resembled a sack, with openings made 
for the neck and arms, and slit down 
the front. It was worn by mourners, as 
a symbol of their sorrow and of their 
penitence, and by captives. Earth or 
dust upon the head was also another 
common sign of mourning. The Jews 
then separated themselves from the for- 
eigners in their midst, i, e., non-Jews 
(for this was a strongly nationalistic 
movement) and proceeded with the cere- 
monies of the day. 

The first part of the program was the 
reading of the Law. It continued for 
three hours. 

The second part was one of humilia- 
tion and confession. It continued for 
another three hours. Hight different 
Levites had the service in charge and 
led in the prayers Which are summarized 
for us in the rest of chapter 9. The 
prayer is largely a historical one and 
needs no special comment. But it ex- 
hibits the wealth of the Bible in the 
language of devotion, and he who knows 
the Book of Common Prayer will dis- 
cover here how much the Bible has con- 
tributed to its rich and beautiful store 
of words of supplication. 

The climax of the program was the 
sealing of the Covenant. The prayer 
had closed with these words: ‘‘And yet 
for all this we make a sure covenant 
and write it, and our princes, our 
Levities and our priests seal it’? (9:38). 
The names of those who sealed are given 
us in 10:1-27. They are the heads of 
the various important families in Jeru- 
salem; first, Nehemiah, the Governor; 
then Zedekiah, representing the royal 
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line; then Seraiah, representing the 
priestly line, etc. Ezra’s name is not in- 
cluded because he belonged to the 
priestly house represented by Seraiah. 
By this act we are probably to under- 
stand that the princes signed their 
names to the document, which was then 
sealed and put away in a jar or other 
receptacle for safe keeping. 


The rest of the people then ratified 
the action of their representatives and 
swore that they would keep the terms of 
the covenant, invoking a terrible curse 
upon themselves if they failed. 

But what was the Covenant? It was 
a solemn agreement as described in 
10:29 that they and their sons and their 
daughters would walk in God’s Law, 
which was given by Moses the servant 
of God; and that they would observe 
and do all the commandments of 
Jehovah, their Lord, and his ordinances 
and his statutes. In other words, they 
agreed—and this was not a reform im- 
posed from above, as in the days of 
Josiah, but one accepted by the people 
of their own accord—that the Law of 
Moses was to be the Constitution of their 
nation, and that their whole national 
life was to be based on its precepts. 


Foakes-Jackson says: 


“The promulgation of the Law is a 
fitting conclusion of the story of the Old 
Testament, as a new period of religious 
history commences. Ezra’s quiet work 
by which the Levites had been prepared 
to become expounders of the Law marks 
the beginning of a new era. From 
henceforth the law of God, instead of 
being the property of a priestly caste, 
became accessible to all who desired to 
know it. The Book of the Law became 
the final source of every rule and cus- 
tom, the deepest student of the Law, 
the judge of all actions. (As a result) 
slowly but surely the sacrificing priest 
made way for the man of learning, the 
rabbi, the theologian, Judaism left lit- 
tle room for priestcraft; it became above 
all other things the religion of a book.”’ 


The remaining chapters of Nehemiah 
tell us how this vigorous leader went 
about putting this agreement into prac- 
tical effect, but the event we have just 
described is the last important event de- 
scribed for us in the Old Testament 
(chronologically Esther comes earlier). 
Throughout their history God had 
been revealing himself to Israel in 
divers portions and by divers manners. 
At the close of the Old Testament his- 
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tory the Jews as a nation accept the first 
great section of this Revelation as their 
Bible. 


The Lesson Applied 

1. The Need in Our Time as Com- 
pared with the Need in Nehemiah's 
Time. In Nehemiah’s time the Bible, or 
that portion of it then in existence, was 
an unknown book. Is it an unknown 
book today? Every test that has been 
applied indicates that it is. Why is this 
the case? Consider candidly the réason 
why men, women, young people, and we 
ourselves, do not read, study or know 
the Bible more than we do. In Nehe- 
miah’s time it was not available; but 
that is no longer true. Why is it so 
little known? We cannot offer a remedy 
until we know the reasons for the pres- 
ent situation. Consider another ques- 
tion in this connection, Why do men, 
women, young people, and we ourselves 
need to know the Bible today? Does 
the church, does America, face any dan- 
ger if its young people are not grounded 
in the Bible? 

2. The Remedy in Our Time as Com- 
pared with the Remedy in Nehemiah’s 
Time. We have studied in some detail 
how Ezra and Nehemiah remedied the 
situation in their day. But their remedy 
will not work today. How would 
Ezra and Nehemiah go about it if 
they were living today? What improve- 
ments would they suggest in the Sunday 
school? In your Sunday school? Should 
more instruction in the Bible be offered 
from the pulpit? How can the church 
promote Bible study on the part of its 
people? In recent years the movement 
for weekday religious education in con- 
nection with the public schools has 
grown rapidly through the United 
States. In the schools around (not in) 
Richmond 98 per cent of the eligible 
pupils were enrolled, and forty percent 
of these were not receiving any instruc- 
tion in the Sunday schools (approxi- 
mately the same results, the same per- 
centages hold for other communities 
throughout the nation). 

In recent weeks the Supreme Court 
of the United States has ruled that some 
forms of this instruction are unconsti- 
tutional, but that does not mean that 
all forms are unconstitutional. What 
should the churches do now —the 
churches in your community? Is it 
sufficient to improve the educational 
work of your own church, or must the 
churches find some way in which co- 
operatively they will offer that instruc- 
tion which experience proves will reach 
(as our Sunday schools do not) prac- 
tically all the children of the commu- 
nity? (See also pp. 3-4.) 
church awaken an interest in the Bible 
in the unconcerned? What covenant 
should the people of God make today? 





“The chief proof that the Bible is 
good food is the eating of it.”—GEN- 
ERAL GORDON. 
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BOOK NOTES 


CHRISTIANITY WHERE MEN 
WORK. Ralph Norman Mould. Friend- 
ship Press, New York. 95 pp. 50c. 





What is the way to industrial peacs? 
What lies back of strikes? How can 
men be Christian in business? To such 
questions the author of this little book 
offers no glib or final answers; but 
“the time is overripe,’”’ he says, ‘‘for 
the church to attempt straight answers. 
Economic. problems—because they in- 
volve estimates of men, their motives 
and goals for living—have a way of 
becoming moral and religious problems. 
The church must decide whether it will 
orient its faith to present-day realities 
or whether it will hoard its faith within 
stained glass windows.” 

By its skillful discussion of current 
facts and abiding principles this book 
makes abundantly clear what that de- 
cision ought to be. Though written to 
be a study guide for youth and young 
adult groups, it deserves to be highly 
commended as a pithy primer in Chris- 
tian economics. Had something like 
it been required reading in our public 
and church schools for the past two 
generations, it is safe to say that many 
of the bitterest of our labor-manage- 
ment disputes would never have arisen. 
Calm, fair, and reasonable, it points to 
a sane and practical solution of our 
economic and industrial ills on the hu- 
man level—indeed, many would say 
“the only solution.” 

JOHN H. MARION, JR. 
Richmond, Va. 


RELIGIOUS RADIO, WHAT TO DO 
AND HOW. By Everett C. Parker, Eli- 
nor Inman and Ross Snyder. Harper 
and Brothers. Pp. xiv, 271. $3.00. 


The best handbook on religious radio 
that has yet come to the desk of this 
reviewer. Contains a valuable bibli- 
graphy of reference material. The au- 
thors know their way around in the 
radio industry and in the work of the 
churches. Parker is the director of the 
Joint Radio Committee composed of 
several denominations. Inman is di- 
rector of religious broadcasting of CBS, 
and has charge of ‘“‘Cclumbia’s Church 
of the Air.” Snyder is on the faculty 





SOME COPIES 
REMAIN IN STOCK 

The following books by Henry H. 
Sweets are now finally on sale: 

Planning the Good Life, paper 
bound, $1.00 

The Church and Education, paper 
bound, $0.75 

Source Book on Christian Educa- 
tion, cloth bound, $1.50; paper 
bound, $1.00. 

Source Book on Spiritual Life and 
Evangelism, cloth bound, $1.50. 
Order from: 


Committee of Christian Education 
410 Urban Building 
Louisville 2, Ky. 
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of Chicago Theological Seminary. All 
three have cooperated in putting on the 
Chicago Religious Radio Workshop. 
This book shoul dbe in the hands of 
every minister who speaks over the 
radio and of every local or denomina- 
tional radio committee. The book 
treats programming, goals, script writ- 
ing, production, and the educational 
function. It opens up new uses of the 
radio for religious purposes in addition 
to the conventional worship service 
based on the program in church. A 
very useful book. 
JOHN M. ALEXANDER. 

Atlanta, Ga. 


NOTES ON THE PSALMS. By G. 
Campbell Morgan. Fleming H. Revell 
Co., New York. 287 pp. 

The Psalms in the American Stan- 
dard Version, with tabulated analyses 
of the entire Psalter and of its five di- 
visions; also brief explanatory and de 
votional comments upon each psalm. 
This book will be found useful to have 
at hand for the quiet hour of meditation 
and prayer. Such is its purpose. 

E. D. KERR. 
Decatur, Ga. 


RURAL PARISH. By Anna Laura 
Gebhard. Abingdon-Cokesbury Press. 
Nashville and New York. 121 pp., 
$1.50. 


A delightful story! If women wish 
to know how to be supremely happy liv- 
ing a creative sort of life, here is the 
solution. The question of how to make 
a happy home, combined with the duties 
and privileges of a parsonage, is fully 
answered, Pages are culled from the 
leaves of a bride’s journal, which in 
diary form reveal the hidden secret of 
every rural parish’s ultimate success. 
The secret revealed is: The parsonage 
dwellers made themselves indispensable 
to the interests and needs of their peo- 
ple. No wonder they led their people 
anywhere, everywhere, they wanted 
them to go. Rural America is seen as 
the theater of a romantic service which 
can be rendered by equally talented 
ministers and wives. While oftentimes 
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communities will hold themselves aloof 
from the minister’s approach, it is seen 
that a glorious wedding of interests and 
services can be effected by the kind of 
fellowship established by this young 
minister and wife. Anna Laura, with 
excellent talents and educational equip- 
ment, gives herself in abandonment to 
making her young husband a successful 
“man about the parish.” Not only 
manse and parsonage-dwellers will thrill 
to the portrayal of these secrets, but 
readers in all walks of life. 


C. A. CALCOTE. 
Birmingham, Ala. 





BOOKS RECEIVED 





How to Build Up Your Church School. 
Weldon Crossland. Abingdon-Cokesbury. 
$1.50. 

How to Help Your Child Grow Up. An- 
gelo Patri. Rand McNally. $4.00. 

The Magic of Believing. Claude M. Bris- 
tol. Prentice-Hall. $2.95. 

Religion Through the Ages. Bell and 
MacFarland, Eds. Philosophical Library. 
$5.00. 

How to Live Your Faith. G. Ernest 
Thomas. Revell. $2.00. 

Frederick Douglass. Benjamin Quarles. 
Associated Publishers, Washington. $4.00. 


PAMPHLETS 

Pastoral Counsel in Family Relation- 
ships. Leland Foster Wood. Federal 
Council of Churches. 60c. 

A Free Church in a Free State. Frank 
J. Klingberg. National Foundation Press. 

Should We Join the World Council of 
Churches? N. Astrup Larsen and R. A. 
Ofstedal. Augsburg Publishing House. 





CLASSIFIED 


BOOKS 


RELIGIOUS BOOKS purchased for cash. 
We pay transportation cost. Send list 
today or write for purchase particulars. 


Baker Book House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich- 
igan. 








Your Book Stores 


The Presbyterian Book Stores 
are operated by the Presbyterian 
Committee of Publication as a 
service to the membership of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. Any 
book in print may be secured from 
them. Supplies for church and 
Sunday school are handled by 
them. Correspondence about your 
special needs and interests will be 


welcomed. Free catalogs upon re- 


quest. Profits are devoted to the 
Religious Education program of 
the Church. 
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BOOK STORE 


Richmond 9, Va., or Dallas 1, Tex. 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

Charles C. Cowsert, Newport, Tenn., 
has accepted a call to the Fairlington 
church, Arlington, Va. Address: 3026 
Columbus St. 

R. E. Craig, A. R. P. pastor Gastonia, 
N. C., has accepted a call to the J. J. 
White church, McComb, Miss., and will 
begin his work May 9. 

John B. Dickson, Greenwood, Miss., 
has accepted a call to the First church, 
Tampa, Fla., subject to action by his 
congregation and presbytery. 

Wm. H. Foster, Jr., from Farming- 
dale, N. J., to 3420 Mt, Vernon, Houston 
6, Texas, 

C. A. Tucker from Corpus Christi, 
Texas, to 9233 Biscayne, Dallas 18, 
Texas. 

Robert D. Earnest, Bessemer, Ala., 
has accepted a call to the Rumple Me- 
morial church, Blowing Rock, N. C., and 
has already entered upon his ministry 
there. 

Robert M. Hart, formerly pastor at 
Villa Rica and Austell, Ga., has termi- 
nated his pastoral relationship at those 
places and has been dismissed by At- 
lanta Presbytery to North Alabama 
Presbytery. 

D. C. Boyd from Oakland, Calif., to 
Templeton, Cal, 








COMMENCEMENT 

Henry P. Van Dusen, president of 
Union Theological Seminary, New York, 
will deliver the commencement sermon 
at Duke University, June 6. 

John A. Mackay, president of Prince- 
ton Seminary, will be the commence- 
ment preacher at Sweet Briar College, 
May 30. 


DEATH 

William Henry Tappey Squires died 
April 20, having been stricken with a 
heart attack on the Wednesday before— 
his 73rd birthday. Dr. Squires was pas- 
tor of the Knox church, Norfolk, Va., 
from 1909 to 1941. Since that time he 
had served as stated supply at the new 
Ingleside church. He was the author of 
many books and studies on histroical 
subjects. 
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GUEST PROFESSOR 

James F. Hardie, pastor of the Broad- 
way church, Ft. Worth, Texas, will be 
a guest professor at the summer school 
of Union Seminary in Virginia this year. 
Dr. Hardie will offer a course in “De- 
votional Studies in Selected Old Testa- 
ment Passages”? during the second half 
of the summer term, August 12-25, At 





JUST OUT— 
‘‘WE PRESBYTERIANS’’ 
by 


Rev. George West Diehl, D. D. 
Pastor, First Presbyterian Church 
Corpus Christi, Texas. 

Price: 60c per copy; 2 copies, $1.00. 
Published by Young People of the 
Church. 

Order from. 
Rev. C. T. Campbell, Minister of 
Youth, 435 S. Broadway, Corpus 
Christi, Texas 
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the same time Professor Donald @ 

Miller of the seminary faculty wilf 
teach, ‘“‘Preaching from the Bible.” 

the first half of the term, July 2§ 

August 10, the two courses to be offered 
will be ‘“‘Biblical Theology’’ by Balmer 
H. Kelly and “The Second Coming of- 
Christ,’””’ by James E. Bear. 
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